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Linkinhorne Parish Council 
Chairman: Councillor Carl Hearn 

 

Annual Report to 31 March 2015 

 

Chairman’s Overview 

The past year has been characterised by a combination of ‘business as usual’ and new projects. 

Although Linkinhorne is a council of modest size it has continued to provide a range of public 

services including playparks, burial ground, public toilets, bus shelters, allotments and the 

maintenance of parish paths. We make grants and donations to support our community and respond 

to a range of consultations including, in particular, on planning matters. 

The council has also commenced two major projects. One to secure a substantial investment into 

play equipment at the Jubilee Field, the other to deliver a neighbourhood plan to inform the 

planning policies that shape our landscape . Looking ahead challenges include the future of the 

Minions public conveniences (presently run by Cornwall Council) and increasing government 

regulation.  

Throughout your Council continues to do its best to deliver relevant and value for money services for 

our Parish which contribute to making it a place where people choose to live, work and visit. 

The Council 

Your Parish Council currently comprises the full complement of thirteen Councillors who were either 

elected during the election in 2013 or co-opted to fill vacancies that arose since the election: 

Councillor Yvonne Appleby, Posting Place, Henwood, PL14 5BP 

Councillor Greg Coombe, Little Upton, Upton Cross 

Councillor Chris Daniel, Rillaton Cottage, Rillaton, PL17 7PA 

Councillor Carl Hearn, Dunsley Farm, Upton Cross, PL14 5AY 

Councillor Christine Hordley, Kendle House, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT 

Councillor Ian Horrell, Lower Netherton, Upton Cross, PL14 5BD 

Councillor Malcolm Hopes, Tree Tops, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT 

Councillor David Lobban, Aldor, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT 

Councillor Beryl Martin, The Old Dry, Minions, PL14 5LJ 

Councillor Sean Moyse, Tremoy, Dunsley, PL14 5AY 

Councillor Adrian Rowe, Kingscombe Farm, Bray Shop, PL17 8QJ 

Councillor Carol Stansfield, Knowle Farm, Upton Cross 

Councillor Andrew Ward, Oak Barn, Darley Ford, PL14 5AS 

 

Clerk/RFO: Mrs Julia Todd, Penrilla House, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT 

clerk@linkinhorneparish.co.uk 01579 363160 
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The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman are elected annually at the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council held in May. 

In May 2015 the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council also elected the following representatives 

from among parish councillors, clerk or officer, and members of the public to the relevant areas of 

responsibility as set out below: 

Vice Chairman of the Parish Council Cllr Lobban 

Jubilee Field Working Group to include weekly 

inspection rota for JF and RM, and litter bin 

monitor 

Cllr Appleby, Cllr Martin (advisory/holiday cover), 

Cllr Moyse, Cllr Horrell (coordinator), Cllr Couch, 

Cllr Stansfield, Cllr Wyatt, Cllr Ward   

Risk Management / Assessment Working Group Cllr Martin, Clerk, Cllr Ward 

Finance/Audit & Insurance Working Group  Cllr Lobban (Vice-Chairman to lead group), Clerk as 

‘Responsible Financial Officer’, Cllr Ward  

CALC meetings Cllr Hearn 

Parish Hall Committee trustee Cllr Lobban 

Public Rights of Way Committee Cllr Lobban (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Hordley, Cllr 

Horrell, Mr Roger Cullingham, Mr Mike Todd, Mr 

Paul Doney, Cllr Couch, Jackie Benson.  Cllr Martin 

will help on walks. Cllr Ward 

Roberts & Jefferys’ Trust Cllr Daniel, Mrs Beryl Martin, Mrs Judith Rockcliffe-

King  

Cecilia Knill Charity Cllr Lobban, Mrs Sarah Doney, Mrs Jackie Payne 

Caradon Community Network panel Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman 

LHYSP representative Mr B Wooster  

Bodmin Moor Parishes’ Network Cllr Martin, if meetings resume 

Website development working group Cllr Ward 

 

Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) is Mrs Julia Todd, Penrilla House, Rilla Mill, PL17 7NT, who 

works on a part-time basis, and deals with the statutory and financial administration, general office 

duties, and other business of the Council. 

Contact details for all members and officer are available on the notice boards in the parish and on 

the parish website www.linkinhorneparish.co.uk 

 

Public Rights’ of Way (PRoW) committee 

The maintenance of our PRoWs is put out to tender on an annual basis aimed at ensuring cost-

effectiveness. This is managed by the Parish Council but funded by the Local Maintenance 

Partnership (LMP) in agreement with Cornwall Council. Our hard-working, willing PRoW volunteers, 

both councillors and members of the community continue to monitor the routes and undertake 
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minor repairs and clearance.  Unfortunately several incidents of dog owners leaving dog waste on or 

near paths are making the surroundings unpleasant for volunteers, residents and other walkers.  

Please pick up after your dog, and take waste home, otherwise you could be fined up to £1,000. 

 

Crime in the parish 

This year showed a welcome, general downward trend in reported crimes.  That said, livestock 

rustling, domestic and ‘red’ diesel fuel theft, speeding through Minions, several acts of vandalism to 

parish and private property are among a number of infringements that persist and continue to blight 

our community. 

 

Play Areas - Jubilee Field and Rilla Mill 

The play area and recreation field in Upton Cross and the play area in Rilla Mill are the responsibility 

of the Parish Council. A full inspection of these areas is undertaken annually by a RoSPA-accredited 

inspector to inform us of risks posed by any of the equipment. In addition to the annual inspection 

four parish councillors run a weekly rota system to check the equipment, ensure that the bins are 

emptied, and report to the Council each month.  The clerk is notified of any urgent repairs or other 

actions required as soon as possible. 

Grass-cutting in both areas is undertaken by contractors according to the specifications adopted by 

the Parish Council.  Contracts are let, either annually or three-yearly, following a published tender 

process. 

If you have visited Jubilee Field recently it will not have escaped your notice that much of the 

equipment has either been removed, as a safety precaution, or in need of updating or replacement. 

The Jubilee Field Recreation Committee (JFRC) was created, thanks to a small group of willing 

parents and councillors, to raise funds and re-develop the play facility.  They have been working 

tirelessly, in their spare time to organise fund-raising events, such as pub quiz evenings and a 

‘pamper’ evening, to name but two, and have recently submitted a bid for significant funding for 

new equipment. 

Earlier in the year some apple trees were kindly donated to the community, and planted in Jubilee 

Field by volunteers from the Parish Council. Sadly, these were vandalised within a month; this was 

reported to the police. The trees were badly damaged and have been removed. 

 

Public Conveniences 

Many of you will be well aware of Cornwall Council’s cuts in services, and public conveniences across 

the county are closing, or are under threat of closure.  The toilets at Minions have been the subject 

of much discussion between the Parish Council, Cornwall Councillor McWilliam and officers of 

Cornwall Council during the course of the year.  The Parish Council has so far resisted assuming 

responsibility for the Minions toilets as it holds the view that the tourism encouraged and benefited 
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by Cornwall Council should remain the responsibility of the principal authority.  Furthermore, the 

Parish Council already provides, at a cost to the parish taxpayer, the public conveniences at Upton 

Cross; taking on the Minions facilities would mean an increase in the parish element of local tax.  

Discussions are, however, continuing with local business and Cornwall Council to explore ways of 

improving the future prospects of the Minions toilets, particularly given the area’s status as, for 

example, a World Heritage Site, and the number of year round visitors. 

 

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

In November 2014 Cornwall Council approved the designation of a Neighbourhood Area (the whole 

of Linkinhorne parish) to be used for creating a NDP. Councillors Yvonne Appleby, Christine Hordley, 

Adrian Rowe, Andrew Ward and a number of members of the community had produced a 

questionnaire and distributed it to all households in the parish.  They have recently been engaged in 

holding a series of events for parishioners to meet the NDP team and talk about the future of the 

parish and their community. The terms of reference have been approved by the Parish Council and a 

Steering Group (SG) of nine councillors and members of the public was formed although this is 

currently under review to increase the membership.  The SG hopes that more members of the public 

who are interested in helping to shape the future of the parish will come forward to offer whatever 

skills, time, or ideas they have, however much or little.   

If you think you would like to do something but are not sure what you have to offer, please contact 

Yvonne Appleby at ndplink@btinternet.com, or Posting Place Cottage, Henwood, Liskeard, PL14 5BP  

 

Highways 

The year was characterised by concerns regarding the roads and lanes; residents in Ley Mill 

approached the Council to resolve damage to walls, Cornish hedges, and verges caused by wide 

vehicles and HGVs.  Appropriate signage is considered by Cornwall Council to be too expensive and 

not cost-effective, and there is little that can be done to limit types of vehicles using the highway. 

The road drain outside Upton Cross chapel continues to cause problems during heavy rain, lifting the 

manhole cover, and threatening to flood nearby property.  It also pushes grit and road leavings 

down through to Jubilee Field where it overflows the ditch.  The Council is currently in discussion 

with Cornwall Council Highways regarding the responsibility for the management of surface run-off. 

 

War Memorial 

The Parish Council holds responsibility for, but does not own, the war memorial at Upton Cross. The 

2014 Remembrance ceremony was presided over by Cllr Beryl Martin, attended by Year 6 students 

and teachers from Upton Cross School, and parishioners.  The Parish Council donated a poppy 

wreath to be laid at the memorial. 
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Planning  

As a statutory consultee on planning applications the Parish Council considered 37 in 2014-15, 

compared with 86 in the previous year, on which it duly made recommendations to Cornwall Council 

planning authority. There was a wide variety of development from extensions, to conservatories, a 

wind turbine, agricultural, and barn/outbuilding conversions.  The Parish Council encourages 

parishioners making a planning application, or thinking about submitting one, to come to a council 

meeting to explore their ideas with members. 

 

Finance 

The Parish Council is currently engaged in the external audit process overseen by Grant Thornton UK 

LLP and preparing to make the Annual Return. This has been publicised on the parish notice boards 

and the website, giving parishioners details of how to exercise rights to inspect the accounts. The 

eventual outcome of the external audit will be published similarly later in the year.  

For the financial year 2014-15 the Council voted in December 2013 to maintain the precept at 

£13,600, and the draft budget.  The year’s expenditure focused upon the maintenance of existing 

facilities and costs associated with administration and legal compliance. The Council earmarked 

reserves for anticipated capital projects and pledges to community facilities: 

Public conveniences   £2,000 in anticipation of devolving Minions WCs to the Council 

Salt bins/refills   £600 

Bus shelter, Upton Cross £2,500 

Play equipment   £3,500 pledged sum to support funding bid 

Parish Hall, Upton Cross  £3,000 pledged sum to support funding bid 

Website development   £700 

 

Grants were awarded under the Council’s policy regulations as follows: 

Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Liskeard £100 to support provision of advice to local people 

Anglican cemeteries   £200 to support maintenance/grass-cutting 

Royal British Legion   £25 for poppy wreath 

 

The charts below illustrate the division of payments and of receipts for the Parish Council.  More 

detailed financial information will be published on the website in accordance with the Transparency 

Code. 
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Payments in 2014-15 

 

 

Receipts in 2014-15 

 


